
This is what we cherish. Beautiful roses, fresh air, open space, and the rural character that makes communities 
special. I recently visited Rose Story Farm in Carpinteria with a group of rose enthusiasts. We expected to smell 
roses. What happened next started me asking questions.



Carpinteria Today - We drove to Rose Story Farm expecting to smell roses. Instead, the smell of cannabis reached 
us nearly a quarter mile before we arrived. That experience led me to investigate what had happened in 
Carpinteria and what lessons Valley Center might learn.



4,000+ Odor Complaints - At �rst I thought my experience might have been unusual. Then I learned that Santa 
Barbara County received more than 4,000 odor complaints related to cannabis cultivation. One complaint is an 
annoyance. Thousands of complaints indicate a community-wide issue.



Licensed Operators Struggled - One of the most important �ndings is that odor issues were not limited to 
illegal operators. Even licensed operators faced compliance challenges. The issue was not simply whether 
cultivation was legal. The issue was controlling the odor in the real world.



Quality of Life Matters - This discussion is really about quality of life. Residents have concerns about property 
enjoyment, outdoor recreation, tourism impacts, persistent odors, and preserving the character of their 
community. The question is not whether cannabis is legal. The question is how it a�ects the people who live here.



Public Safety & Enforcement - California continues to devote substantial resources to cannabis enforcement. 
Illegal grows, environmental damage, water theft, and ongoing enforcement actions demonstrate that cultivation 
brings long-term oversight responsibilities. Communities should understand those responsibilities before 
approving expansion.



The Valley Center Question - Before additional cultivation is approved, residents deserve answers. How will odor 
be controlled? Who monitors compliance? What happens after repeated complaints? What protections exist for 
nearby residents? And what lessons have been learned from communities like Carpinteria?



Our Future, Our Choice - This is not about being for or against cannabis. It is about deciding what kind of com-
munity we want Valley Center to be. The decisions we make today will shape our community for years to come. 
Let's learn from other communities and make informed choices.
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